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HAWC - EYE
Voice of the Hooved Animal Welfare Council

PO Box 10472, Erie, PA 16514 (814) 739-9680

2011 NEWSLETTER

Annual General Meeting for Election of Officers on Tuesday, June 21st at 7:00 p.m. at 

9907 East Peach St., Girard, PA

*********************************************

Election of Officers: Elections will be held on June 21st for Vice President (Sandy Blount), and Secretary (Linda Wheeler) as well as two board member positions (Joan Rutledge and Rea Dalla Torre) and one open position.

June Membership Drive: Please send in your membership or renewal for 2011 now.  Family memberships are still $20.00 and Single memberships $15.00.  All memberships are tax-deductible.  Your membership dollars go directly towards the cost of rehabilitation of animals and humane officer training. Our humane officers must attend the mandatory 10-hour Humane Officer’s training in Harrisburg to remain certified in Pennsylvania. So we need your membership and donations to continue with our rescue efforts now more than ever.  Won’t you tear off the attached membership form and send it in now.

Complaint Contacts

HAWC continues its success in improving conditions for livestock through education of owners on proper animal care; but remember you must be willing to give your name along with other pertinent information in order for our humane officers to investigate a complaint.  All complaints are strictly confidential.  HAWC handled 10 complaints last year; all were resolved satisfactorily by educating the owners on proper care.  The cases involved ponies and horses.  Thanks to everyone that notified us about your concerns.  Please do not hesitate to notify us if you see neglect or abuse.  Call our volunteer Humane Investigating Officers listed below. If you would like to adopt a horse or other hooved animal, please call Linda at 739-9680 so we can put you on our list of potential adopters.

Sandy Blount
(814) 774-2800
Robin Kulik    (814) 756-5090
Darlene Rosthauser (814) 323-7993

Adoptions –Four horses were adopted in 2010.  Please call us to be placed on our adoption list. Call 

Sandy at 774-2800 or Linda at 739-9680 for details on adopting from us.

Remember, Pennsylvania Law §5511, Cruelty to Animals states:  (c) Cruelty to animals. –A person commits a summary offense if he wantonly or cruelly ill-treats, overloads, beats, otherwise abuses any animal, or neglects any animal as to which he has a duty of care, whether belonging to himself or otherwise, or abandons any animal, or deprives any animal of necessary sustenance, drink, shelter or veterinary care, or access to clean and sanitary shelter which will protect the animal against inclement weather and preserve the animal’s body heat and keep it dry.

Animal Care Coordinator for Erie County is Duane Osborn.  Duane can be reached at 814 438-7834 to answer questions on livestock care and farming practices.

Please note our new address:  P.O. Box 10472, Erie, PA 16514

Now it is easier than ever to donate.  We have added PayPal to our website page at hawc-eye.org.

Just click on the Donate button, select type of payment and amount.  It’s that easy!

Website Address: Don’t forget to look at the HAWC website at www.hawc-eye.org for links to help you find information on livestock care and issues.  Remember you can donate to HAWC by purchasing items online thru the iGive site (over 600 stores to choose from) and Jeffers (for pet and livestock supplies).

Just go to our website and click on their logo and order online, a percentage of your order will be donated to HAWC by Jeffers (8% of your total) and iGive. A new feature on our updated website is GoodSearch.  Hawc will receive money everytime you use GoodSearch for your internet searches.  You can also make purchases on Good Buy and a percentage will go to us. It’s easy, quick and a great way to donate.

HAWC has received many emails from people visiting our website.  We will continue to do our best to answer all questions accordingly so do not hesitate to email us at majek25@hotmail.com.

2011 Events

Dan Rice Days is our biggest fundraiser of the year and lots of fun for everyone.  It will be held August 5th and 6th in downtown Girard, PA.  Take a chance on the Chinese Auction.  If you would like to help at the booth or donate an item, please call Sandy Blount at 774-2800.  Hope to see you there!

Sanders Hot Dog Stand – June 3rd and 4th and August 19th and 20th
We will be selling hotdogs, soda and homemade baked items at Sanders Market in North East, PA on

June 3rd and 4th and again on August 19th and 20th from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.  The store is located at 109 West Main Street in the middle of North East, PA.  

Foster Homes and Sponsors Needed –We are in need of foster homes and sponsors to help rehabilitate livestock.  If you have a barn and pasture and are experienced in hooved animal care, please call us so we can add your name to our list.  Fostering expenses are tax-deductible.  Rehabilitating an animal can be very rewarding.  Call Sandy at 774-2800 or Linda at 739-9680.

Presentations

If you would like a presentation about HAWC for your community group, contact Sandy at 774-2800 or 

Linda at 739-9680.
Premarin Update - Premarin, the most popular hormone drug for treating menopausal symptoms, is made from pregnant mares' urine (PMU). Even worse, the horses used in or born as a result of this industry are often at risk of being sold for slaughter.  Each year, millions of women take Premarin; a drug prescribed to alleviate the symptoms of menopause and once believed to prevent osteoporosis.  While the NIH (National Institute of Health) study has exposed many of the serious risks associated with HRT (Hormone Replacement Therapy) and has reduced the number of women now taking Premarin or PremPro there remains an untold story of the dark side of the industry.

What many of these women don't realize is that Premarin is derived from pregnant mare urine. (PREgnant MAre uRINe), and that the mares used to produce the urine are kept in inhumane conditions. Because these mares are perpetually impregnated, the foals they produce must continually be disposed of. Most are sold for slaughter and shipped to Europe and Asia for human consumption. The pain and suffering of these innocent creatures is all the more tragic when realizing that it is entirely unnecessary.  With very little effort, you can help us put an end to this tragedy. For more than a decade, United Animal Nation (UAN) has worked to educate women about the truth behind these drugs, the health risks they pose to women, and the availability of humane alternatives.  Go to www.uan.org and click on Premarin Awareness Campaign for more information and view their video.
Ask your doctor for a substitute for Premarin.  There are synthetic and plant derived alternatives.  The choice

is yours and only you can make a difference in a horse’s life.

A local PMU rescue “For the Love of Horses”, located in Fairview is listed on this site.  Check out www.loveofhorses.org to view what horses are available for adoption locally.

Horse Welfare Organizations - Since 1998, this site has provided the largest online database of horse rescues in the United States, Canada, and around the world.  Go to this website and click on the state you want to search for.  Rescues listed on this site will give information on how to contact them. www.horse-welfare.org
Horses can be expensive and time-consuming pets, so owners often can find themselves unable to care for them. Other times, horses are badly abused and neglected by either a cruel caretaker or one who simply doesn't know any better.  Without the work of the horse rescues featured on this site, thousands, if not millions, of more horses would be left to starve, suffer, and die, or perish after experiencing the horrors of a slaughterhouse. 

Horse Owner Assistance Programs offered by Front Range Equine Rescue 

Due to challenging economic times, Front Range Equine Rescue has implemented programs to assist horse owners.  www.frontrangeequinerescue.org
Stop the Backyard Breeder - initiated in 2002, this unique program offers a partial reimbursement (approximately 30%) for castration of stud colts and stallions. This program is available to anyone (individual or rescue) across the United States and applies to horses, donkey and burros. This program does not reimburse for farm call, exam, medication or other services provided at the time of castration. The reimbursement percentage is based only on the line item expense listed for castration on the vet bill. To apply, send copy of itemized vet bill to Front Range Equine Rescue, PO Box 307, Larkspur, CO 80118 or fax them at 719-487-9749.

Trails End - a program implemented to deter horse owners from sending old, sick, crippled, or dangerous horses to auction where they end up sold for slaughter and to offer financial assistance to owners who need to euthanize their horses (or other equines). A 50% reimbursement* is provided for humane euthanasia as well as 50% reimbursement for hauling fee, if applicable. To apply, send copy of itemized vet receipt (and disposal invoice) to Front Range Equine Rescue, PO Box 307, Larkspur, CO 80118 or fax to us at 719-487-9749. This program reimburses for the line item expense "euthanasia" on the vet bill only. It does not include farm call, exam fee, medications or other services provided.

Things to Think About BEFORE You Adopt a Horse - ADOPTION DOES NOT MEAN FREE!
If you can't financially afford a horse, then you shouldn't adopt one. Many people want to adopt horses simply because they can't afford to buy one, but don't realize that they are still unprepared to pay for possibly expensive vet/dentist (shots/dental work/worming), farrier (shoes/trimming), feed (hay/grain), board, and other bills that a horse typically requires.

Adopting a horse means committing to care for this animal for the rest of it’s life, not abandoning it because it can no longer jump a three-foot fence or because of unsoundness and age.

Don't have too many expectations when adopting a horse. Far too many people call rescues with a whole list of requirements that few horses could possibly live up to.

What will the horse's general riding purpose be? Most rescues end up being adopted out as trail or pleasure horses. Of course, some go on to make wonderful show horses on all levels. Also, many horses are no longer rideable, but are looking for homes as companion horses only.

Some horses may not be 100% sound or completely childsafe. Try to play down things like color and even breed or sex. The horse's temperament and your riding ability is what is really important when looking at a horse that is going to be yours for hopefully the rest of it’s life (average life expectancy is 20-30 years, but many horses live MUCH longer).

So save a horse, adopt from a rescue!

HAVE A SAFE AND ENJOYABLE SUMMER

